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Ko te Kura o Mt Cook he hapori e whai mana
ana, te pakiki me te mahi auaha.
their learning, and connected with their teachers,
classmates and friends.

Tēnā koutou ngā whānau,
This week, Queen Elizabeth was buried and our
thoughts go out to her whānau and the people
who loved and cared for her. To commemorate her,
our government has decided to hold a one-off
public holiday on the 26th
of September 2022 as
Queen
Elizabeth
II
Memorial Day. This will
mean that Mt Cook School
will be closed for instruction
on this day.

Information on how to get RAT kits can be found
here: Request a RAT– Ministry of Health
Mask wearing is no longer required, however we
will still support ākonga (students), kaiako (staff)
and our whānau who want to wear masks. We will
show these ākonga, kaiako and whānau our values
of Mana Tamariki and Manaakitanga.

Another
Government
announcement
was
Aotearoa’s new long-term strategy for COVID-19.
These changes have been made based on public
health advice and reflect high levels of immunity
and declining case numbers across New Zealand.

All the other recommended public health
measures will stay in place as we know they
reduce the spread of infectious illnesses including
COVID-19. These include ensuring our indoor
spaces are well-ventilated, maintaining good hand
hygiene, encouraging everyone to cough or
sneeze into elbows and, most importantly, staying
home and getting tested if they have COVID-19
symptoms.

This new approach will only result in minor
changes to the way we operate.

Thank you for your ongoing support in protecting
our community.

The very positive news is that household contacts
of a person with COVID-19 do not need to isolate,
but instead are asked
to complete a RAT test
each day, for five days.
Therefore,
ākonga
who are household
contacts
but
test
negative and do not
have
COVID-19
symptoms, should continue to attend. It is the best
place for them to be so they can be engaged in

AKO:
Last week I had the pleasure of attending the
Principals Conference in Christchurch. The
Conference was attended by 800 principals from
across Aotearoa. There were some amazing
keynote speakers including Hon. Chris Hipkins,
Kaila Colbin, Te Kahu Rolleston, Josiah Tualamali’i,
Dr. Siouxsie Wiles and Prof Russell Bishop.
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WELCOME WHĀNAU:
We have been busy this fortnight welcoming
new whānau to Mt Cook School.
Welcome Bao An Pham Le to Tuatara,
Hariharan Manivannan to Katipō, Janishyathi
Makkena to Kereru and Shawnee Lake to
Kōwhai.

MCS CARE KIDS:
This fortnight’s values tamariki are:
Lulu, Shahida, Annabelle, Layton, for
Auahatanga
Yuzuki, Maryam, Mila, & Jimmy for Waewae
Kai Kapua
Victoria F, Jerry J, Emma, Vy, Yumi, Alyssa,
Gillianne, & Pippi & Quinn for Manaakitanga
Sophie, Harper R, Rishita, Ellie, Nhung, for
Mana Tamariki

ĀKO (Learning):
Last week was Te Wiki o te Reo Māori. Mt
Cook kaiako and ākonga
have enjoyed
learning about te ao Māori and te reo Māori.
He aroha whakatō, he aroha puta mai. Kia
kaha te reo Māori.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
22nd Sept - Science Evening
26th Sept- Queens Memorial Day
29th Sept - Excellence Awards
30th Sept - Last day of term finishing at 2pm
3rd Oct - 16th Oct - SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
17th Oct - Term 4 begins
21st Oct - Teacher Only Day
24th Oct - Labour Day

INTRODUCING
OUR BOT:
I am Thangavel
Paramasivan. You can
call me Thangavel or
Thanga for short.
I am the father of Navilan
(Katipo) and Naayagi
(P&K). Part of Mt. Cook
family for over 4 years
now. We as a family are thankful to be a part of the
wonderful school community.
I have seen the commitment and dedication of the
teachers and the principal in person and have high
respect for them.
One of the reasons I wanted to join the group in
one form or other is to help out where possible
and contribute.
That would be a way of saying thank you, I reckon.
Introduction about me - Busy parent as any other
parent would be with a 9 and a 5 year old.
Enjoy biking, you may have seen us with our two
kids on our fluro gear around town, at the
waterfront or on our way to the library.
I enjoy walking / hiking and swimming at the
Oriental Bay in summer months.
I am from South India - Tamil Nadu and we speak
Tamil at home which we are proud of.

ELECTIVES:
Over the past four weeks ākonga have
enjoyed a variety of electives run by our
Kaiako.
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Skateboarding and Skating

Jewellery Making

Mask Making
Photography
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Zine Making

Scootering
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Recycling
Art

Origami and Wheelies
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