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Tēnā koutou ngā whānau,

Our BOT’s, staff and myself loved welcoming all our whānau and community
back into our school this morning for our Matariki breakfast celebration. Covid
19 has made getting together so difficult and it is really special that we came
together to celebrate MATARIKI.

We are extremely excited about Matariki being validated as a statutory
holiday - and celebrated it as an official day of importance in Aotearoa.
Mānawatia a Matariki.

Traditionally, Matariki was a time to acknowledge the passing of people, to
reflect, to be thankful for the harvest, to feast and to share the bounty of the
harvest with family and friends. The brighter the stars of Matariki are, would
indicate a more productive crop yield.

Last week we came together to celebrate Matariki by sharing kai and being together. We
worked in our school garden, made poi, made taonga puoro- putiputi,  and most importantly
shared our school space once again with you, our whānau and community.

In the future, our Matariki celebrations will provide us with an opportunity to explore Te Ao Māori, to
recognise the importance of reconnections and relationships and pass on aspects of Māori culture and
heritage.

Thank you again to all our  tamariki, whānau and community for sharing this  morning together.

WELCOME TO MT COOK:
We would like to warmly welcome our newest members of the Mt Cook School whānau:
Oliver Bui who is in Kereru.

MCS CARE KIDS:
Congratulations to all the tamariki whose names were pulled out at our CARE assembly last
week. You are GREAT examples of Mt Cook Kids!
Ye Htet, Minh and Dan are our Auahatanga Kids
Breanna, Joseph, Roscoe, Hawakin, Paige, Whitney and Thomas are our Waewae Kai
Kapua Kids
Raing, Ivy and Guy are our Mana Tamariki Kids
Leon, Oliver, Toby are our Manaakitanga Kids
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We hold our weekly CARE assembly every Friday at 1.30pm, straight after this
we have CARE in ACTION time where all tamariki and staff get the
opportunity to put our values into action. If you are 100% well, please feel free
to pop down for our assembly or to help out during our CARE in ACTION time
after our assembly.

IMPORTANT DATES:
24th June - Public Holiday to celebrate Matariki
29th June - Vision & Hearing Testing
7th July - School Piano Concert 12.30 in school hall
8th July - Last day of the term

Pou Haki Te Poutoko Aro Hā

We would  like to acknowledge Sam Palmer for gifting Mt Cook School the
beautiful taonga Te Poutoko Aro Hā.
We would like to also acknowledge and express our appreciation for  Sam’s
constant generosity of sharing his amazing talents, his time, his whānau,  his
understanding and knowledge with our school community.
Thank you Sam,  for honouring us with this taonga and providing our school
community with the opportunity to embrace Te Ao Māori.

Tāwhirimātea, who sits on top of Te Poutoko Aro
Hā,  is the atua of the weather, including thunder,
lightning, wind, clouds and storms.

Tāwhirimātea is the second oldest son of Papatūanuku (Earth Mother) And Ranginui
(Sky Father). The other 6 brothers separated their parents and Tāwhirimātea was so
angry at his brothers that he removed his eyes and threw
them up into the sky creating Matariki. When looking at Te
Poutoko Aro Hā you will see that Tāwhirimātea doesn’t
have eyes but in the place of eyes are manaia.

The Manaia signifies balance and protection. The head of a bird, body of a man and
tail of a fish representing the sky, earth and the sea.

The whakakai hanging from Tāwhirimātea’s ears were created by Garth McGhie.
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The lashings running from the top to the bottom of Te Poutoko Aro Hā signifies each of the stars of Matariki,
Pohutakawa, Tupu-ā-nuku, Tupu-ā-rangi, Hiwa-ā-te-rangi, Waipunarangi, Waitī and Waitā, and Ururangi.

Haki that fly on Te Poutoko Aro Hā are there to promote conversations and dialogue. Conversations and
dialogue that stimulate thinking, challenge and support, that merges old knowledge with new learnings.

SPORTS REPORT:
By Salma and Paige - Sports Journalists
Last Wednesday was a good basketball game but sadly both our Mt Cook teams lost. The Ballerz end score

was 15 - 38 and the Space Jam end score was 8 - 30.

On Monday the Mt Cook Cookie Monsters won scoring 32 - 4 and on Saturday the Mt Cook Sharp Shooters

netball team won scoring 17 - 2.

STUDENT REPORT: Kit Cathcart-Black  Jokes and Riddles
My favourite joke and riddles books are: Bennett Cerf’s book of Riddles, and Bennett Cerf’s book of Animal
Riddles.

There was once a man who lived on the 24th floor of a 24 floor building, every day he took the elevator to
the ground floor of the building then walked to work and came back home every afternoon. When he came
home, he always took the elevator to the 12th floor and took the stars to his apartment. Except on rainy
days! Why did he take the stars?

Because he was super short, and on rainy days he has his umbrella to reach the button.

Q. What is big red and eats rocks?
A. A big red rock eater

Q. Why did the tomato blush?
A. Because he saw the salad
dressing!

Q. What type of supermarket only
sells peanuts?
A. A snoopy market!!

Q. What is big yellow and eats
rocks?
A. Nothing, there is no such thing
as a big yellow rock eater

Q. What is the last thing you take
off when you go to bed?
A. Your feet off the floor

Q. Why did the chicken cross the
road?
A. Because it saw KFC and
thought it was kenclucky fried
corn.

Q. What time is it when an
elephant sits on your fence?
A. Time to get a new fence!

Q. What type of animal needs to
be oiled?
A. Mice, they squeak!

Q. Why did Robin (the superhero)
cross the road?
A. Because he was stapled to the
chicken!
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School Board Parent Election 2022

Nomination round

Our school will be undertaking a parent election for 5 School Board seats. This process will start with the
issuing of nomination papers to our caregiver community by Friday 15th July 2022.

We have employed Briar Hohua to undertake the election process on our behalf. This year with legislative
change, our nomination form and full instructions on how to place your nomination will be emailed to you if
we have your email address in our database or you will receive it by post if we don’t have your email in our
database.

Nomination papers will also be available at the school office. The school will send those on to Ms Briar Hohua
for processing upon receipt from candidates.

Nominations close on Friday 5th August at 12 noon.

We look forward to your participation in this process.

Briar Hohua
Returning Officer

COMMUNITY INFORMATION:
Wellington College In-zone Year 9 students for 2023

In-zone enrolment applications for 2023 may be made at any time during the year prior to the start of

school. We request that these be submitted on-line by Monday, 25 July 2022 to allow for curriculum

planning and so that we can determine out of zone enrolment numbers.



Mana Tamariki

Manaakitanga

Auahatanga

Waewae Kai Kapua

COMMUNITY INFORMATION:
Biodiversity and Childhood Health Study

Researchers at Massey University are studying how the natural environment affects health in children. The aim of the

study is to find out if exposure to greater plant biodiversity may protect against several health conditions including

asthma and allergies.

If your child is 6-11years old, the research team would be grateful if you would consider taking part. For this study we

need all children - including those who do and those who do not have asthma and allergies.

The study involves completing a questionnaire and your child taking part in a breathing and an allergy test. A smaller

number of selected participants will be invited to take part in a second phase of the study, which would involve some

further health tests.

To take part in the research, please contact the study team by text (text YES, your name, and your child’s name and

school to: 021 819 745), or return the consent forms in the invitation pack, which will be sent to you.

If you, or anyone you know would like any further information about the study please click this link, or contact the

research team:

Email: asthma@massey.ac.nz Phone: 0508 ASTHMA (278 462) Text (SMS): 021 819 745

After School Care:

The YMCA runs a daily After School Programme in the Mt Cook School hall. If your whānau and tamariki need

after school care please contact Krishna, the Centre Manager at mtcook.asc@ycentral.nz or call 027782094.

Here is more information about their Holiday Programme.

mailto:asthma@massey.ac.nz
mailto:mtcook.asc@ycentral.nz

