
                    8 September 2020 

PANUI - NEWSLETTER 
      Kia ora koutou 

COVID-19 

On Monday 14 September the government will decide if and when we are changing levels. We 
currently remain under level two. We continue to follow the advice of the Ministry of Education and 
Health. Please ensure that if you are entering the school grounds that you sign in with the QR codes or 
the physical login sheet. Please keep your child home if they are feeling unwell. Children may only 
enter the grounds after 8:30am in the morning. 

    Parent teacher meetings 

Parent teacher meetings are Wednesday and Thursday this week. If you haven’t booked a 
meeting yet please go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the code jc2zk. If you are unable 
to book online please pop into the office or ring Briar on 385 9432 to make a booking.  

This means, that on Wednesday 9 September, ALL CLASSES will finish at 2:00pm and children 
will be sent home.  After School Care will begin at 2:00pm. 

Due to being in level two we are taking a few extra precautions. Teachers will wipe down the 
meeting tables between meetings. Teachers will write down who attends the meetings for contact 
tracing. Please arrive just before your meeting and leave straight afterwards and follow the rules 
of social distancing.   

Science evening 
Our children have been working very hard on our science learning. Our plan is to have an 
evening to celebrate what has been going on at school. We are unable to do that under level 
two. We will wait and see what happens on Monday and then ideally set a new date for it.  

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
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Science 
Term Two and Three have been a whirlwind of science for Mt Cook School. Below are some 
samples of the work that has been occupying our young scientists. 

The juniors have been have been working in the garden. Pigeons may have eaten some of 
their lettuce but they are undeterred.  



The middles have been working on their class experiments and group projects. 

We have been working on our vegetable garden! 

What was the ocean like in the Jurassic period? 
Jurassic period which existed between 145 and 200 million years ago. Even though dinosaurs didn’t live in the ocean all the 
first animals came from the sea. For example ammonites were 150 million years before the dinosaurs. An ammonite is like a 
squid! It has a really hard shell so hard even the blue whale can’t hack through it. Another animal in the Jurassic ocean is 
the Liopleurodon. It’s length was as long as a school bus. They have sharp teeth as sharp as a 1000 daggers. They are the 
kings of the ocean! 
Kah Jon, Savitri + Robin



The seniors have been working on their individual projects. 

HOW DOES SMOKING AFFECT YOUR ATHLETIC 
ABILITY?  
When you smoke it harms your athletic performance 
a lot. When you smoke it affects your stamina and 
muscles. Your muscles and heart demand and need 
more oxygen than the lungs can give. Smoking also 
shortens your breath. All that stuff can affect your 
athletic performance and ability, which means you 
will get less activity. You will get tired more easily 
and will get less fit and less healthy which is bad for 
your body.  Alex          
                                                          
What came first the chicken or the egg? 
Ah yes, the unanswerable question at some point 
in your life you’ve probably heard it, for the sake 
of school work I’ll assume you have but do you 
know the answer? No well I’m here to tell you. 
Yes? Go read another paragraph on my topic I 
guess because I’ll tell you anyway. Well in short it’s 
the egg why? Well, think of it this way you chicken 
fans >:( imagine you’re some sort of mix between 
a T-Rex (the genuine ancestor of a chicken) and a 
well chicken, because what else (because I’m too 
lazy to write a mix between a T. rex and a chicken 
we’ll call it T. Chick), now life isn’t like Pokémon a 
species doesn’t evolve in the middle of their 
lifetime, no they evolve in their egg so 21 days of 
waiting for your egg to hatch later the child finally 
pops out and guess what it’s now known not as T. 
Chick it’s known as a chicken. So therefore as 
T.Chick is not a chicken, the egg came first.  

Zach L



     Elections  

The Seniors have been exploring the exciting world of elections ahead of the NZ Election 
being held next month. We have explored concepts such as citizenship, democracy and 
government. We’ve been building our understanding of how voting works and debated 
whether the voting age should lowered. We‘ve also talked about how we can take action 
and have our voices heard as young people. Have a talk to your senior student about what 
they’ve learned and what their opinions are!

Calendar Art 
Calendar art orders are due on Thursday. Check out some of the different classes work.





From Your Kura Whare Pukapuka…. 
From Your Whare Pukapuka…….

Kid’s Art Work  
There is some fantastic artwork coming in from classes ready to be sent off for calendars, 
cards, sketch book, mouse mat and diary orders. 
Thank you to those of you who have ordered already. 
Orders must be in by Thursday, 10 September. Extra order forms are in the Office or the 
Library. Please remember that you need to complete an order form even if you are paying 
online so that I know what products to order. Thank you!  
  
Wellington City Libraries  
www.wcl.govt.nz is the website for our Wellington City libraries. Under the banner menu 
‘Your Library’ is a Kid’s section. There are book reviews submitted by children, games and 
activities, a ‘homework help’ section where (from 1-6pm on week days), children can ask 
librarians for help with homework under ‘AnyQuestions’; and there’s also a parenting 
section. The city library website is definitely worth a look. 
 
Thank you…  
Thank you to the Urban Habitat Collective, and to Alana Watt, for their recent and much 
appreciated donations of books to our School library. Thank you too to those of you who 
have donated books earlier this year; we are grateful to be able to add to our library 
collection in this way.

Mission Girl by Fleur Beale  
I have just finished the book Mission Girl by Fleur Beale. This book is currently being read 
as a read-aloud across our senior classes. It is a well written story about Atapo, a young girl 
who is captured and becomes a slave; her life is at risk when sickness strikes the village and 
she escapes to a mission station at Paihia. The story takes place against the backdrop of 
the Te Tiriti o Waitangi discussions and events. It is a good read.Koa ki te pukapuka ia ra!  - 
Enjoy a book every day!  

The LDS has been working on decorating the library. Check out their new displays
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After School Care – Monday – Friday 3:00pm – 6:00pm 
The YMCA continues to provide After School Care for our 
children as well as a school holiday programme. They have 
been working in the school for a year and we are very pleased 
with the programme that they are providing. 
For further information you can contact them on 02108436523 
or pop in and see them in the school. 

School Lunches 
Cube Bakery continues to provide school lunches this year on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. These can be 
ordered before school in the office. Children then come to the 
office at lunchtime to pick up their orders. Menus are at the 
office.  
Sushi Tuesday – Tuesday lunch is sushi that must be ordered at 
the office by 8:45am or online. 

Addresses and Phone Numbers 
If you have changed your address or phone number recently 
please let Briar know. It’s really important that we have accurate 
information. 
Thanks a lot for your help with this. 

Dates for 2020  
Term 3 2020 (10 weeks) Monday 20 July – Friday 25 September  

Term 4 2020 (10 weeks) Monday 12 October - Tuesday 15 December  
Teacher Only Day - Friday 23 October  
Labour Day - Monday 26 October

Communication 
Absences 
If your young person is going to be away please ring and leave a message at the office or you can email the office on 
office@mtcook.school.nz 

Lateness 
If your young person is late please ask them to come to the office to let Briar know that they have arrived. 

School Donations 
We have opted into the governments school donation scheme.  

CAR PARKING – PLEASE DROP OFF ON TORY ST 
Just a reminder that drop off and pick up needs to be on Tory St or the slip road Martin Square and not anywhere in Sages 
Lane. Te Papa over the road has asked that we don’t park in their area as it blocks access and is not safe. You can park in The 
Warehouse carpark and walk down as the first 90 minutes is free. Thanks for your support with this. 
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