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PANUI - NEWSLETTER 
      Kia ora koutou 
      

COVID-19 
We continue to follow the Ministry of Education and Health guidelines around COVID-19. Children are 
washing/sanitising their hands when entering a new space. We also have the Government’s COVID 
app poster around the school for you to sign in with. 

    Parent teacher meetings 
If you haven’t booked in for a parent teacher meeting please do so. 

The meetings will be held on:  
o Wednesday 12th August  - 2:15pm to 5:15pm,  6:00pm to 8:00pm. 
o Thursday   13th August  - 3:15pm to 5:30pm. 
This means, that on Wednesday 12th August, ALL CLASSES will finish at 2:00pm and children will 
be sent home.  After School Care will begin at 2:00pm. 
To book a meeting please go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the code 8j9UD 
If you are unable to book online please pop into the office or ring Briar on 385 9432 to make a 
booking.  

Science evening 
Mt Cook is currently immersed in the world of Science. The juniors are exploring science through their 
play. The middles and seniors are conducting investigations individually or with classes. You can check 
out their amazing work at our science sharing evening on Tuesday September 8th  5pm-7pm. 

Change of clothes 
Every once in a while our younger children need a change of clothes. If you have any spare 

pants, t-shirts or tops in smaller sizes we would appreciate them. We are always on the 
lookout for swimming togs also. 



Speeches 

Mt Cook middle and senior students have been hard at work writing persuasive speeches. We 
have had powerful, insightful and funny speeches delivered in the last few days. One student from 
each year group will be chosen to compete in the cluster speech competition held in our hall later 
this term. 

Here are a few moments from some of our speeches: 

Mashaer 
Ok if you are wondering “why is the hijab so important to you” well because I have been wearing it for so 
long it is now part of my identity and if I don't wear it I would feel really exposed to everyone.  
Be yourself and I promise people will enjoy it, and if they don't forget them. This is a quote by Mitchell Davis 
that encourages people to be themselves and not to care what others think of them. No matter who you are 
or where you come from don't let anyone change you. For example, if everyone in Mt Cook school were the 
same we wouldn't have all our different cultural celebrations. If everyone in the world was the same it would 
be a boring place to live. I have been to other schools and I know how it feels when your culture is not being 
celebrated. That’s why Mt Cook is so special. We respect different cultures and religions here. We celebrate 
where people come from and we are encouraged to be ourselves… 
Have you ever been embarrassed or felt you don't belong because of your culture or religion? 
I know sometimes it can be really hard when you feel like you stand out or are different. But I hope after 
listening to my speech you have a little more courage to be yourself. My name is Mashaer Ibrahim and I am 
proud to be a muslim. I am proud to wear my hijab.   

Otis 
Imagine you’re lost in a forest. You’re hungry, and it’s foggy. What do you do? You’ll need to find water, food 
and shelter if you can’t use your navigation skills. 
This is what happened to two trampers lost in Kahurangi National Park. They survived for 19 days with only 5 
days of food with them. The rescue party saw the smoke from their fire and let down a winch to pull them 
into the helicopter. Luckily for these people, they knew survival skills, so they made it out alive. 

Helena 
Climate change will make some animals die out because some animals live in Antarctica and the Arctic. If the 
climate changes they might die for example penguins need cold places to live and so do polar bears those 
cute fuzzy soft bears might no longer EXIST! 
We can stop it! But how? We can have lots of bike rides buy more electric cars and get rid of petrol. Plant 
more trees, build more wind mills. We can reduce, reuse, recycle the three R’s. If all our vehicles were electric 
we could reduce carbon dioxide by 24 percent. My mum works to save the world so let’s help her! 

Ari
So picture yourself on Mars. Now picture yourself dead. That’s what happens if you can’t withstand 
freezing temperatures or don’t have oxygen suits specially designed for radioactivity. The mission of 
getting there itself would be super dangerous and danger does include death. Luckily we have enough 
people on earth up for the challenge of going into space and onto Mars (I’m not one of them) but 
whatever way you look at it, going to Mars is a risky business.  

Dhruv 
Covid 19 forced us all to slow down and gave us time to reflect. A few years from now, people that are 
grandpas and grandmas will tell their kids the story of Covid-19 and how we go it under control. Being in 
lockdown gave us a chance to think about what is really important to us. Knowing that we couldn't be 
near our loved ones was not easy for us but it made us appreciate them and the times we do get to 
spend with them. Covid-19 gave us a time to reflect and raised our awareness of how it felt to come 
together as a community in tough times. We started to appreciate things that we had taken for granted.



Our new gardens 
Planting has begun around the school. Each class has a section of the garden to work with. In 
term four they will be competing for best in show.   
If you are a gardener and have any plants you could spare or any seeds that need a home we 
would love to have them. We are especially keen on vegetable seeds. Next week we will begin 
planting in the new garden beds by technology. If you would like to be involved with your 
child’s garden bed please speak to their teacher. If you would like to be help out with the 
vegetable garden please speak to Lliam.  

Katie 
Choosing to play a sport is a really good use of your time. Waking up early for a game or training takes 
up time in your day. I know that when I wake up on a Saturday morning to play netball I feel positive 
about my day and I know I’ll be doing something that’s good for me with my time. Sports can keep you 
out of trouble because you have less time to muck around and be bored and do silly stuff. 
Being involved in sport is a good chance to have good role models. Your coaches, team mates and your 
heroes can teach you good values and influence you in a positive way. They can be people you look up to 
and inspire you to do better. They can also be people you can talk to and get advice from. 



Central Zone Cross-country 
MCS had a great day at Central Zone Cross Country this year. The weather held up and our 

runners gave it their all. We are very proud. We had success with eleven runners going on to the 

inter-zone competition which will be held at Grenada Park on the 20th of August.

Soup Camp Fundraiser 
Diana and the Kakapo ESOL group made soup to fundraise for next year’s senior camp. They 

created a cafe in Mako class where children and staff were able to dine on delicious soup and 

participate in elegant conversation. Senior students will be busy the rest of the year fundraising. If 

you have a great fundraising idea please share it with us.



From Your Kura Whare Pukapuka…. 
Kid’s Art Works 
We are doing this as a fundraiser again this year. For new parents and care-givers to Mount Cook School, 
children do a piece of art work in class, and if you would like, you can order from a choice of five products 
that the art is reproduced on: 
·     Calendars       -          $12.50 
·     Cards (8)         -          $12.50 
·     Sketch Pad     -          $14.00 
·     Mouse Mat    -          $15.00 
·     Diary              -          $16.00 
There has been a small increase to some of the products this year as the producers of the items have 
increased the cost at their end. Art work is currently being worked on across the School and if you would 
like to see your child’s, please just check in with their teacher. I have a sample of all products in the Library 
should you want to see what they look like. 
New Books 
A box load of new books will be going on the Library shelves next week. Many of these have been able to 
be obtained through Scholastic Reward Points, gained from Lucky Book Club orders, and some good 
second-hand copies of well-read stories came from Arty Bees.  
Overdue Books 
We currently have 211 overdue Mount Cook School Library books. Please could you have a look at home 
for these and ensure they are returned. I plan to start doing ‘lunch-box reminder notes’ for children who 
have long-standing overdues just as a wee reminder. 
What we’ve been reading… 
Each class comes into the Library on a weekly basis and we have some great discussions around books, 
be it picture books or non-fiction. Often children will have a comment on something they have noticed in 
the book, or in relation to their own experiences. Recently in the senior classes we have been exploring 
the lives of noted people who have overcome difficulty in their lives to succeed in their chosen passion. 

I am currently reading The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Rauf, told from the perspective of a 
young boy whose class gains a new member; it highlights the importance of friendship and kindness in 
world that often doesn’t make much sense. What are you reading? 

Reading should not be presented to children as a chore, a duty. It should 
be offered as a gift.       – Kate Di Camillo 

Check out the library decoration squad or LDS for short. Working to make the library an interesting, inviting 
place. 



After School Care – Monday – Friday 3:00pm – 6:00pm 
The YMCA continues to provide After School Care for our 
children as well as a school holiday programme. They have 
been working in the school for a year and we are very pleased 
with the programme that they are providing. 
For further information you can contact them on 02108436523 
or pop in and see them in the school. 

School Lunches 
Cube Bakery continues to provide school lunches this year on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. These can be 
ordered before school in the office. Children then come to the 
office at lunchtime to pick up their orders. Menus are at the 
office.  
Sushi Tuesday – Tuesday lunch is sushi that must be ordered at 
the office by 8:45am or online. 

Addresses and Phone Numbers 
If you have changed your address or phone number recently 
please let Briar know. It’s really important that we have accurate 
information. 
Thanks a lot for your help with this. 

Dates for 2020  
Term 3 2020 (10 weeks) Monday 20 July – Friday 25 September  

Term 4 2020 (10 weeks) Monday 12 October - Tuesday 15 December  
Teacher Only Day - Friday 23 October  
Labour Day - Monday 26 October

Communication 
Absences 
If your young person is going to be away please ring and leave a message at the office or you can email the office on 
office@mtcook.school.nz 

Lateness 
If your young person is late please ask them to come to the office to let Briar know that they have arrived. 

School Donations 
We have opted into the governments school donation scheme.  

CAR PARKING – PLEASE DROP OFF ON TORY ST 
Just a reminder that drop off and pick up needs to be on Tory St or the slip road Martin Square and not anywhere in Sages 
Lane. Te Papa over the road has asked that we don’t park in their area as it blocks access and is not safe. You can park in The 
Warehouse carpark and walk down as the first 90 minutes is free. Thanks for your support with this. 
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