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PANUI - NEWSLETTER 
      Kia ora koutou 
      Nau mai haere mai  
      Haere mai 
      Ki runga o tenei Kura 
      He Kura mahana 
      He Kura Pounamu 

What Now is finally coming to Mt Cook School 
After a postponement we will be hosting the live kids television 
show. 
Date: Sunday September 1st  Time: 7am-10am 

To be part of our audience, you can register for free at: 
www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience  
Kids and adults who are registered could be chosen to play a 
cool, messy game on the live show too! 

You can check out What Now on Youtube to see what it is all 
about.  
We need some parent helpers to run a sausage sizzle and other stalls. If you are keen please 
contact Lliam or Kate at school. 

What we are doing now? 
The Middles have started exploration learning through play, playing with ideas and new skills   to 
create exciting new projects . The interests are varied; from movie making, working with clay, 
chemistry, designing wheelchairs, leaning Japanese to designing more inclusive playgrounds for kids 
with disabilities.  

This term the seniors will be focused on sustainability using the design thinking process to develop a 
solution in response to a problem. We will be looking at ways to divert waste from landfill by 
repurposing and upcycling. 

The juniors will focusing on adaptability and how it fits within our play and learning in class. Come 
and see what is going on in class as the term progresses.  
  

 

http://www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience
http://www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience


Curriculum Evening 
Thank you for coming to our sharing evening. We had some very proud tamariki showing some 
amazing work. Here are a few pictures if you missed it. 





This week our kapa haka group had a showing to members of Te Wai 
Kahukura Atawhai after they had heard of our rōpū and asked if they 
could come along to one of our practices. As we are always keen to 
perform in front of an audience we took this as an opportunity to see 
what we were doing well and reflect on areas for improvement. It was 
our first showing of the year when we dressed in our uniforms, and the 
kids really stepped up. 

"The looks on their faces during our performance was awesome"  
- Kingston 
"I could feel the ihi, wehi and wana after looking at their faces 
after our performance"  
- TJ 



Speeches  
Mt Cook middle and senior students have been hard at work writing speeches. Next Wednesday we 
will host the central cluster speech competition. One child from each year group from year 5 to 8 will 
be representing our school. Good luck to Arlo, Koen, Philippa and Semhar. 

Here are some of our favourite moments. 

Eve Shaw – Why Everyone Should Know How To Read 
“Imagine a world without letters or words, not being able to read signs or labels… 
Reading boosts your imagination, your vocabulary and your communication skills. Better education leads to more reading, 
books and teachers. 
Many people that read at higher levels are able to have better careers. 
Your brain is like a muscle and like your body, it needs exercise.” 

Finbar – the Death Penalty Should Be Banned 
“Did you know if the death penalty was a person it would be the biggest serial killer in America and that if you’re African 
American you are eight times more likely to be arrested for drug trafficking." 

Meaghan - Why We Should Save The Maui Dolphins 
“Did you know that Maui dolphins are critically endangered and there are only about 56 left in New Zealand?  Why 
should we care?  We should definitely care because they are small, cute, intelligent, innocent creatures that deserve a 
chance… 
Although we are not doing enough to save the Maui dolphin there has been a start. $26 to $40 million dollars is what the 
cost will be to save the Maui dolphin.   
I know that seems like a lot of money but a couple of years ago John Key spent over $26 million dollars on the Flag 
Referendum." 

Aditi - Banning The Use Of Single Use Plastic Bottles 
“1 million plastic bottles are used per minute that breaks down to 20 000 every second . 

Hi my name is Aditi and l am here to talk about the importance of acting to stop the use of plastic bottles, as 

they are harmful to animals, ocean and the ecosystem. 

The great problem with plastic bottles is that they don’t get decomposed or get recycled.It takes about 1000 

years to decompose1 single plastic bottle, but  what’s worse is that 91% of plastic bottles are not recycled.This 

leads to a garbage patch twice the size of Texas.” 

Philippa - End our addiction to oil 

“I am here to talk to you about addiction. The human races addition to oil. My name is Philippa and you need 
to know that oil is no longer the answer to our craving for energy.  
But what is standing in our way I say it’s the corrupt businessmen who are in charge of the oil industry. So please, 
help me end the use of oil and gas.” 

Jed 
“Luke is tall for his age. He is as tall as a baby tree. He is also slim like me. When He smiles or talks I can see his front teeth. 
Luke’s eyes are blue, just like a pair of gemstones. He likes to wear black because he thinks it makes him look sneaky, but I 
don’t think it does in light.” 

Otis 
"Willem has a pair of brown eyes which are always smiling when we share jokes. They are as big as marbles. His mouth is as 
thin as small slugs. Willem laughs a lot, so I know the inside of his mouth quite well. “ 



Paige 
“Kerri is a loving, supportive and tolerant stepmother who loves to play soccer and practise trapeze. She also loves to spend time 
with me. For example, she hugs lovingly, cooks for me, takes me to school and picks me up. She practises trapeze passionately on 
Saturdays for her Monday lessons. (Paige)” 

Koen - Why you shouldn’t drop out of school 
“Lastly, if you drop out of school you will lose access to the people and resources that will help you decide what your dreams are 
and how to follow them. Without teachers and mentors to help you achieve your goals, it might take you a lot longer to get there 
on your own. And it’s always nice to have a helping hand and people to look up to.” 

Indie - Global warming 
“You may be thinking, what is going to happen when global warming and climate change happens. Global climate change has 
already started to affect the environment. Glaciers have shrunk, ice on rivers and lakes is breaking up earlier than they should 
be. Plants and animals have shifted and trees are flowering sooner. As greenhouse pollution like carbon dioxide and methane 
collect in the atmosphere, it acts like a blanket, warming the surface of the earth.” 

Semhar - An open letter to … 
“ I never knew black girls could play netball!?”  
“Go back to your own country.”  
One day I walked into a dairy with my family.  My siblings and I were just standing there in front of the counter when the 
shopkeeper immediately said to my dad “Your kids are stealing!”  
Then my dad said calmly “My kids don’t do that” 
These are just three examples of negative comments that have been aimed at me and my family here in Wellington, New 
Zealand. 
Sometimes, I feel as if there’s no escape.These words do hurt me, but it also makes me stronger. It has taught me not to stoop 
down to your level.  
But,  sometimes It makes me think. It makes me question what ‘home’ is for 
me. When I go back to “my own country”  I feel like a tourist or an outsider, but then I’m still receiving these hateful comments 
when I’m in New Zealand. I think part of it is accepting. Accepting that this is just how it is. But this is not how it has to be.”  

Amalie Hendy - We should teach gender literacy in schools 
“By the time we go to school we usually know and embrace our gender as it is one of the main parts of who we are. And until a 
certain age we only know about the two most common genders male and female. But what about the kids who aren’t a girl or 
boy. Imagine you’re a non-gender binary kid. You would look at your parents and your peers and then look at yourself you would 
wonder why you don’t look normal and feel you stick out and that you were a mistake and need to fit in with society’s norms or 
you will never be able to fit in. 30,000 people signed a petition to stop New Zealand schools from teaching gender diversity. On 
January 29th twenty nineteen this petition was published and shortly after gathered over 30,000 signatures. That means 
30,000 of our people wanted to deny letting kids have the right to know their identity by learning about who they are. I think 
owning your identity is a basic right but is harder for the people who don’t feel comfortable in their own skin.” 

Freya Hawker - Why judging fairly is impossible 

“Judges are actually trained not to have opinions but no matter what you do, no matter how hard you try, you will always have 
one. It’s human nature. The opinion can be on the style, topic or even the person. If you have an opinion on the person, even 
before they have started talking your mind will be made up and you won’t judge them fairly. Here's an example: if you're 
judging a piece of writing knowing the person who has written the piece can help to hear personality. This can work in people's 
favour but it can also work against them. Opinion can greatly effect fair judging.” 



From Your Library 

Overdue Books – HELP!!  

Please could families have a good hunt at home for Mount Cook School library books.   
We currently have 128 overdue books and many of them have been out for some weeks. Thanks! 

 

National Library Books 

We have begun to use the National Library’s service to school’s loan system.  Each term we will 
receive around eight boxes from the National Library’s collection.  These are sorted and a set 
distributed to each class.  Topic books can be requested and it is a good way of gaining access to 
a wide range of books, especially non-fiction.   

Arty Bees Bookshop 

Thank you so much to those of you who are donating your credit for books to our Mount Cook 
School account at Arty Bees second-hand book shop.  It is wonderful for us to be able to get 
books from there for our Library at no cost to the School, and we are extremely grateful. 

Kid’s Calendar Art Work 

We will once again offer this as a fund-raiser for our School.  For those new to Mount Cook, it 
involves children completing a piece of artwork in their class, and parents can choose if they would 
like to have it feature on a calendar, cards, sketch book, mouse pad or diary, with a cost of $12.00 
to $15.00 per item.  Further details will be given later in the term. 

 



 Do you want to be involved?  
How can you help your school community? 

We are looking for volunteers to help in the areas below: 

PLAYGROUND UPGRADES 
We have a masterplan for creating more engaging, vibrant and creative outdoor play spaces for 
our kids and we need help bringing the plans to life! The work will be planning, implementing 
design concepts and getting the priority projects underway. We are looking for people to help set 
up contracts with suppliers and engage the school community to take part. Are you practical? Do 
you have experience in building and construction or project management? - Or simply enthusiastic 
and have some time to make something tangible and fun come together for our school? Frances 
Fraser has been working hard on the design for the project and we are now ready to see it come to 
life.  

SCHOOL GALA 
Next year we would love to have another school Gala. The philosophy of our school gala is that it 
is a joyful community event. A child can have an amazing time at the gala with just $5 in their 
pocket. All money raised for the event goes into the playground upgrades. Phil Hawker has 
organised the gala since the first one. Phil’s daughter Freya is moving on to college next year and 
he would like to pass on his knowledge to a new person or group of people (he has promised to 
help out so it is not too scary).  We are looking for people who are keen to be involved and bring 
some fun to Mt Cook School. 

GRANT APPLICATIONS 
We are looking for people who are keen to help us apply for grants to help finance areas we want 
to develop at school. An initial area we are looking at is the playground. We have had success 
getting funding for school swimming and senior camp. All you need is to be willing to do a bit of 
paperwork. Seeing the benefits of that paperwork can be hugely rewarding. 

If you are interested in one of the above areas or would just like to help out on the next 
sausage sizzle please come and have a chat to Lliam. Thanks in advance. 

Dashing across the left side,  
smashing the ball,  
left foot top corner  

Pouring boiling lava with a dash of milk 

Winter and I 

By Jack



Communication 
Absences 
If your young person is going to be away please ring and leave a message at the office or you can email the office on 
office@mtcook.school.nz 

Lateness 
If your young person is late please ask them to come to the office to let Briar know that they have arrived. 

School Donations 
2018 donations are $20 for the year or $5 per term. As you will be aware our school donations are very low. As a board we 
have made the decision keep the fees low to ensure that they are affordable for all of our families. We also have families 
who offer to pay more. If you are in a position to pay more the board suggests an amount of up to $100. The school would 
be very appreciative of any additional funding without changing our donation amount. Thank you for your support with 
this. Just a reminder that this is a donation to the school and that you can claim it on your tax. 

CARPARKING – PLEASE DROP OFF ON TORY ST 
Just a reminder that drop off and pick up needs to be on Tory St or the slip road Martin Square and not anywhere in 
Sages Lane. Te Papa over the road has asked that we don’t park in their area as it blocks access and is not safe. You can 
park in The Warehouse carpark and walk down as the first 90 minutes is free. Thanks for your support with this. 

After School Care – Monday – Friday 3:00pm – 6:00pm 
The YMCA continues to provide After School Care for our children as well as a school holiday programme. They have been 
working in the school for a year and we are very pleased with the programme that they are providing. 
For further information you can contact them on 02108436523 or pop in and see them in the school. 

School Lunches 
Cube bakery continues to provide school lunches this year on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. These can be 
ordered before school in the office. Children then come to the office at lunchtime to pick up their orders. Menus are at the 
office.  
Sushi Tuesday – Tuesday lunch is sushi that must be ordered at the office by 8:45am or online. 

Addresses and Phone Numbers 
If you have changed your address or phone number recently please let Briar know. It’s really important that we have 
accurate information. 
Thanks a lot for your help with this. 

School Banking  
School banking continues this year. We believe that it is really important for our children to have an understanding of 
financial literacy and how to manage and think about money. Too often our kids think that the source of money is the “hole 
in the wall”.  
ASB have a very good school banking set up. If your child does not have a bank account and you would like them to do so 
pick up a form from Briar at the office. For children to be filling in the deposit envelope and bringing it into school and 
placing in the box gives them a great sense of where it all starts and how savings work. 
School banking day is Thursdays. 

Dates for 2019 
Term 3 (10 weeks)    Monday 22 July - Friday 27 September 

Term 4  (10 weeks)    Monday 14 October - Thurs 19 December 
Teacher only day     Friday 25 October 
Labour Day      Monday 28 October  
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