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PANUI - NEWSLETTER 
      Kia ora koutou 
      Nau mai haere mai  
      Haere mai 
      Ki runga o tenei Kura 
      He Kura mahana 
      He Kura Pounamu 

Kia ora koutou, As-salaamu ‘alaykum 

Matariki Breakfast 
Tomorrow, Tuesday 25 June, we are going to celebrate Matariki, the Maori new year, with breakfast, 
some entertainment, opportunities to try harakeke weaving and have a go at the poi. 

7:15   We will meet in the hall for some entertainment   
            from our kapahaka. 

7:45   We will have a sausage sizzle for breakfast 
If you would like to give a koha towards the breakfast/entertainment there will be a container for this. 

Mt Cook Board of Trustees 
This term the country-wide board elections took place. The Mt Cook Board asked for nominations to 
fill five whanau/community representative spaces and one staff representative space. We received 
exactly five nominations from parents and one for staff so we did not need to run an election.  
The first meeting of the new Board takes 
place on Thursday 4 July. 
Board of trustees for this three year term 
are: 
Joanna Hendy 
Orla Carmody 
Sue Perry 
Frances Fraser 
David Lloyd 
Kate Ashby (Staff) 
Lliam Carran (Principal) 



 Do you want to be involved?  
How can you help your school community? 

We are looking for volunteers to help in the areas below: 

PLAYGROUND UPGRADES 
We have a masterplan for creating more engaging, vibrant and creative outdoor play spaces for 
our kids and we need help bringing the plans to life! The work will be planning, implementing 
design concepts and getting the priority projects underway. We are looking for people to help set 
up contracts with suppliers and engage the school community to take part. Are you practical? Do 
you have experience in building and construction or project management? - Or simply enthusiastic 
and have some time to make something tangible and fun come together for our school? Frances 
Fraser has been working hard on the design for the project and we are now ready to see it come to 
life.  



SCHOOL GALA 
Next year we would love to have another school Gala. The philosophy of our school gala is that it 
is a joyful community event. A child can have an amazing time at the gala with just $5 in their 
pocket. All money raised for the event goes into the playground upgrades. Phil Hawker has 
organised the gala since the first one. Phil’s daughter Freya is moving on to college next year and 
he would like to pass on his knowledge to a new person or group of people (he has promised to 
help out so it is not too scary).  We are looking for people who are keen to be involved and bring 
some fun to Mt Cook School. 

GRANT APPLICATIONS 
We are looking for people who are keen to help us apply for grants to help finance areas we want 
to develop at school. An initial area we are looking at is the playground. We have had success 
getting funding for school swimming and senior camp. All you need is to be willing to do a bit of 
paperwork. Seeing the benefits of that paperwork can be hugely rewarding.  

If you are interested in one of the above areas or would just like to help out on the next 
sausage sizzle please come and have a chat to Lliam. Thanks in advance. 

Soup Kitchen Fundraiser 
On the 14th June, four Kowhai class students organised a Pop-up Soup Kitchen to raise money for 
our neighbours, Compassion Soup Kitchen. Sally, Ruheen, Simone and LiNa visited the soup kitchen 
to find out about the work that they do in our community. They then planned, advertised and 
prepared for their pop-up soup kitchen. They cooked and sold 8 litres of delicious pumpkin soup as 
well as lots of tasty baking made by their Kowhai classmates. Sally was able to take the $550 raised to 
the soup kitchen where they were blown away by the amazing job the girls had done. 



School disco 
Last Thursday we saw some serious dancing take place at the school disco. It was organised by the 
student council and the teachers of the senior school. All profits go towards subsidising the senior 
school camp in Term 4. We cut back on the plastic and had a photo booth which was very popular.  

Cross-country 
MCS had a great day at Central Zone Cross Country this year. We had nine tamariki go on to compete 

at the Inter Zone competition which was very tough and cold!  Well done all of you. We are very 

proud.  



Katipo Pottery 
Katipo class have been working with clay to create beautiful ornaments. They were glazed and 
fired using Nicola’s kiln. Aren’t they wonderful! 

Takahe Monet 
In Takahe Class we have been exploring the range and effects of colour. We’ve used this 
knowledge, along with painting techniques of the impressionist, Monet, to create our own 
waterlily masterpieces.



Communication 
Absences 
If your young person is going to be away please ring and leave a message at the office or you can 
email the office on office@mtcook.school.nz 

Lateness 
If your young person is late please ask them to come to the office to let Briar know that they have 
arrived. 

Teacher emails 
Teachers check their emails before and after school so if there is something that you want to let the 
teacher know you can email the teacher. Email addresses are on the class newsletters that have 
come home with your young person. 

Once the electronic rolls have been taken in the classroom we do a double check to make sure that 
anyone who has been recorded as absent is absent and then Briar will ring home. 

Our aim is to ensure that we know where everyone is and to get a 100% success rate in terms of not 
ringing home if your child is already at school. We know how anxiety raising this is. If we slip up with 
this we apologise and Lliam would appreciate it if you can let him know.  His email is   
principal@mtcook.school.nz 

Supporting our kids 
We can give our children energy for their learning by: 

• Making sure they have a good breakfast to start the day 

• Giving them healthy snacks for morning tea  

• Making sure they have a good lunch and plenty of it - sandwiches or rice or pasta for 
example give energy for the afternoon. Bags of crisps and a biscuit do not give our kids the 
right sort of food to really support the energy needed for learning. Learning is hard work and 
needs the right fuel. 

•  Providing them with a suitable drink - water is the best possible drink and to keep it cold try 
putting a bottle 2/3 full in the freezer over night and then putting it in your child’s lunch bag. 

Just a reminder that sweets and fizzy drinks, including energy drinks, are not allowed at 
school. 

Please talk to your child about the importance of all of these things and support them to have 
everything they need, that would be great. 
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Other information 
Newsletter 
For those of you who are new to Mt Cook School you will receive a school newsletter once a 
fortnight. This will keep you informed of what is happening during the term and the year in 
syndicates and across the school.  

School Donations 
2018 donations are $20 for the year or $5 per term. As you will be aware our school donations 
are very low. As a board we have made the decision keep the fees low to ensure that they are 
affordable for all of our families. We also have families who offer to pay more. If you are in a 
position to pay more the board suggests an amount of up to $100. The school would be very 
appreciative of any additional funding without changing our donation amount. Thank you for 
your support with this. Just a reminder that this is a donation to the school and that you can claim 
it on your tax. 

CARPARKING – PLEASE DROP OFF ON TORY ST 
Just a reminder that drop off and pick up needs to be on Tory St or the slip road Martin Square 
and not anywhere in Sages Lane. Te Papa over the road has asked that we don’t park in their 
area as it blocks access and is not safe. You can park in The Warehouse carpark and walk down as 
the first 90 minutes is free. Thanks for your support with this. 

School Hours 
School begins at 8:55am and finishes at 3:00pm.  It is very important that children arrive before the 
bell goes in the morning. The first few minutes of the day in class are vital for the setting up of the 
day. Please make sure that your child arrives on time. We know that there is the occasional 
emergency but in general we expect children here at 8:55am. On Tuesdays school will finish early 
at 2:55pm for staff meetings. If you are picking up your child at 3:00pm please be punctual. The 
school is not responsible for children after  3:00pm  and children must be picked up on time. 
Remember that there is After School Care if you are unable to pick up your child at 3:00pm. Please 
encourage your young person to be at school at 8:45am each day. 

After School Care – Monday – Friday 3:00pm – 6:00pm 
The YMCA continues to provide After School Care for our children as well as a school holiday 
programme. They have been working in the school for a year and we are very pleased with the 
programme that they are providing. 

For further information you can contact them on 02108436523 or pop in and see them in the 
school. 

School Lunches 
Cube bakery continues to provide school lunches this year on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday. These can be ordered before school in the office. Children then come to the office at 
lunchtime to pick up their orders. Menus are at the office.  
Sushi Tuesday – Tuesday lunch is sushi that must be ordered at the office by 8:45am or online. 



Addresses and Phone Numbers 
If you have changed your address or phone number recently please let Briar know. It’s really 
important that we have accurate information. 
Thanks a lot for your help with this. 

School Banking  
School banking continues this year. We believe that it is really important for our children to have 
an understanding of financial literacy and how to manage and think about money. Too often our 
kids think that the source of money is the “hole in the wall”.  
ASB have a very good school banking set up. If your child does not have a bank account and you 
would like them to do so pick up a form from Briar at the office. For children to be filling in the 
deposit envelope and bringing it into school and placing in the box gives them a great sense of 
where it all starts and how savings work. 
School banking day is Thursdays. 

Mobiles at school 
Some students need to bring mobiles to school to make contact with parents/caregivers at the 
end of the day. These will be locked in a teacher cupboard for the school day and returned at 
3-00pm. Remind your young person to hand these in to the teacher on arrival at school. Thanks. 

Dates for 2019 
Term 2  (10 weeks)    Monday 29 April - Friday 5 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks)    Monday 22 July - Friday 27 September 

Term 4  (10 weeks)    Monday 14 October - Thurs 19 December 
Teacher only day     Friday 25 October 
Labour Day      Monday 28 October  


