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PANUI - NEWSLETTER 
      Kia ora koutou 
      Nau mai haere mai  
      Haere mai 
      Ki runga o tenei Kura 
      He Kura mahana 
      He Kura Pounamu 

WELCOME TO 2019 AT MT COOK SCHOOL 

Welcome to our new tamariki and their whanau. We are excited to have you join our community. We 
take the responsibility of working with your young person very seriously.  

Welcome back to our returning tamariki and whanau. It is great to have you back with us. I have 
spent time in classrooms across the school and I am impressed with the level of engagement and 
excitement from our 5 year olds to our year 8’s in their final year.  

Welcome to our new teachers. Te Maia is teaching in Katipo, Shona Fort is teaching in Peka-Peka and 
Kereru. We are lucky to have such talented additions to the staff. 

Personally, I would like to thank everyone for their kind words and 
support. I have some  large colourful shoes to fill. I will do my best to 
earn the faith that has been placed in me. While I have been at Mt 
Cook for twelve years, my new role has allowed me the time to get 
to know our great community better. Please know that my door is 
always open and I look forward to getting to know you all. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

It is a big year for the Board. We have an election coming mid-year. If you are interested in being 
involved speak to a board member or come and have a chat with Lliam.  
Phil Hawker our tireless Board Chair of many years has stepped down as Chair. Do not fear, he is 
staying on, which we are all very happy about. Don’t even think about leaving us before the Gala 
Phil! 
Jo Hendry has stepped forward and taken on the responsibility of Board Chair. We are very lucky 
to have someone with Jo’s experience and expertise working so closely with the school.  

Our Board of Trustees members are: 
Jo Hendy BOT Chair 
Phil Hawker  
Frances Fraser 
Sue Perry 
Lliam Carran Principal 
Simon Depree (Staff Rep) 

EVENTS/DATES TO START THE YEAR 

Parent/Teacher meetings – Tuesday 26 & Wednesday 27 February 
This is an opportunity to talk about your young people, share information and set goals for the 
year.  

Electives – Monday afternoons, Week 7-10, starting Monday 18 March. 
Teachers and parents run high interest activities for small groups of children. Some examples 
have been Bee Keeping, Zoetropes, Puppet Making, Zines, World Cup Football, Introduction to 
Hogwarts and many more. We need parents to run electives and also be helpers. If you can 
help please speak to Lliam. 

WHAT NOW! – Sunday 17 March  
WHAT NOW is filming at Mt Cook School. See kids and teachers get splattered with slime and 
have far too much fun than should be allowed at school. We are one of the lucky few Wellington 
Schools to be chosen, so be there or be square (did that sound cool enough?).

 

What Now is coming to Mt Cook School 
We are one of the lucky few schools in the Wellington to be 

hosting the live kids television show. 
Date: Sunday March 17th  Time: 8am-10am 

To be part of our audience, you can register for free at: 
www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience  

Kids and adults who are registered could be chosen to play a 
cool, messy game on the live show too! 

You do not need to register to come on the day. 

We need some parent helpers to run a sausage sizzle and 
a cake stall. If you are keen please contact Lliam at school.

http://www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience
http://www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience


Website  

We have a new website under construction. Hannah and Thomas Schickedanz, two talented school 
parents, have been busy working on it. I have had a sneak peek and it looks amazing. We will be 
sending out a release asking if we have permission to use photos of your tamariki later in the term. 

Newsletter 

As part of the new website, we will begin asking who would like to receive the newsletter primarily 
in electronic form. We are looking to save some money and some trees. You are of course welcome 
to continue to receive a paper one. 

School Picnic 

We had a beautiful day for our school picnic. Our tamariki from year 4 through to year 8 
started the day climbing Mt Kaukau and then came back for a long swim. Our younger 
children swam, collected koura in the creek and played on the playground and in the park.  



CLASSES FOR THE YEAR 2019 

This year we have three teams, a junior team and a middle/senior team and our technology team.  

The Junior team: 
• Pekapeka and Kereru, Y1  Marije Knevel and Shona Fort 
•  Kiwi Y2    Jackie McAuliffe 
• Wetapunga Y2/3   Gina Newman 

 The Middle/Senior team: 
• Mako   ESOL   Diana Wood 
• Manaia  Y3 and 4  Moira Ross  
• Tuatara  Y4 and Y5  Yue He 
• Katipo   Y5 and Y6   Te Maia William  
• Takahe  Y5 and Y6  Sandra Boolieris and Shirley Carran 
• Kakapo Y7 and Y8  Silvia Meijer 
• Harakeke  Y7 and Y8  Nicki Glover 
• Kowhai       Y7 and Y8  Kate Ashby 

The Technology team: 
• Hard Materials    Simon Depree 
• Food Technology   Diane Chong 
• Soft Materials/Sewing   Louise Brownlee 
• Robotics    Stu Fone 
• Electronics/Design Technology Jason Cadwallader 

Resource Teacher of Literacy (based at MCS) Robin O’Shea 
Reading Recovery Teacher    Karen Jones 
Office Manager  Briar Hohua 
Librarian   Vickie Humphries 
Support Staff in Classrooms: Pippa Rippon 
    Sarah Beale 
    Rachel Beale 
    Agne Lastauskaite 
    Finn Madison 
    Flavia Kuntz  
Kate Ashby is the Associate Principal. She is working four days in the classroom and 1 day across the 
school. She leads the middle/senior team. 
Marije Knevel is a senior teacher and leads the junior team.  
Gina Newman and Simon Depree are senior teachers. 

Diana Wood is our ESOL teacher (English Speakers of Other Languages) and works with individuals, 
groups and alongside teachers to support our English language learners. 
Moira Ross is on study leave part way through term one and all of term two. 

Again welcome back to Mt Cook School for 2019. 
We look forward to sharing with you another year of rich learning opportunities in our exciting 

inner city environment. 



From our library 
….Creating the love of the Reading Bug! 

Hello, for those who are new to Mount Cook School, my name is Vickie, and I look after your 
child(ren)’s library. My job here is to make sure your child(ren) have access to lots of books to 
feed the ‘reading bug’ that we hope all children leave Mount Cook School with.  

My hours of work are generally 10am through to 3pm.  A lot happens in the Library during the 
day.  Classes come in to hear stories read, and to return and choose books; books are 
processed, mended, shelved.  On Thursday mornings we have our Rotary Reading Programme 
where a regular crew of members from the Courtenay Place Rotary group come in and listen to 
our junior readers read.  The library is open during lunchtimes for children to enjoy reading in a 
quiet place, or to imagine, create and draw. 

Each term we offer the Lucky Book Club to families. Brochures are sent home and those who 
want too, can choose books to buy at what are usually quite good prices.  More about this later 
in the term.   
      .  
Feel free to pop in to see me in the Library, (or email library@mtcook.school.nz) if you have any 
queries or need help choosing books for your child.  Reading aloud at home is a precious and 
important activity; the benefits are priceless, and the fun that can be had is special.  

Books shouldn’t be daunting, they should be funny, exciting and wonderful; and learning to be 
a reader gives a terrific advantage.” – Roald Dahl  

        
Vickie       

In week eight, (25th to 29th March) of this 
term, we have Book Week.   This is a fun week 

where the Library is transformed into a themed 

space.  Our theme this year is 
Bugs, Insects and Spiders. 
During that week we’ll also have a 

dress up as a book character day. 

mailto:library@mtcook.school.nz
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Communication 
Absences 
If your young person is going to be away please ring and leave a message at the office or you can 
email the office on office@mtcook.school.nz 

Lateness 
If your young person is late please ask them to come to the office to let Briar know that they have 
arrived. 

Teacher emails 
Teachers check their emails before and after school so if there is something that you want to let the 
teacher know you can email the teacher. Email addresses are on the class newsletters that have 
come home with your young person. 

Once the electronic rolls have been taken in the classroom we do a double check to make sure that 
anyone who has been recorded as absent is absent and then Briar will ring home. 

Our aim is to ensure that we know where everyone is and to get a 100% success rate in terms of not 
ringing home if your child is already at school. We know how anxiety raising this is. If we slip up with 
this we apologise and Sandy would appreciate it if you can let her know.  Her email is   
principal@mtcook.school.nz 

Supporting our kids 
We can give our children energy for their learning by: 

• Making sure they have a good breakfast to start the day 

• Giving them healthy snacks for morning tea  

• Making sure they have a good lunch and plenty of it - sandwiches or rice or pasta for 
example give energy for the afternoon. Bags of crisps and a biscuit do not give our kids the 
right sort of food to really support the energy needed for learning. Learning is hard work and 
needs the right fuel. 

•  Providing them with a suitable drink - water is the best possible drink and to keep it cold try 
putting a bottle 2/3 full in the freezer over night and then putting it in your child’s lunch bag. 

Just a reminder that sweets and fizzy drinks, including energy drinks, are not allowed at 
school. 

Please talk to your child about the importance of all of these things and support them to have 
everything they need that would be great. 

mailto:office@mtcook.school.nz
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Other information 
Newsletter 
For those of you who are new to Mt Cook School you will receive a school newsletter once a 
fortnight. This will keep you informed of what is happening during the term and the year in 
syndicates and across the school.  

School Donations 
2018 donations are $20 for the year or $5 per term. As you will be aware our school donations 
are very low. As a board we have made the decision keep the fees low to ensure that they are 
affordable for all of our families. We also have families who offer to pay more. If you are in a 
position to pay more the board suggests an amount of up to $100. The school would be very 
appreciative of any additional funding without changing our donation amount. Thank you for 
your support with this. Just a reminder that this is a donation to the school and that you can claim 
it on your tax. 

CARPARKING – PLEASE DROP OFF ON TORY ST 
Just a reminder that drop off and pick up needs to be on Tory St or the slip road Martin Square 
and not anywhere in Sages Lane. Te Papa over the road has asked that we don’t park in their 
area as it blocks access and is not safe. You can park in The Warehouse carpark and walk down as 
the first 90 minutes is free. Thanks for your support with this. 

School Hours 
School begins at 8:55am and finishes at 3:00pm.  It is very important that children arrive before the 
bell goes in the morning. The first few minutes of the day in class are vital for the setting up of the 
day. Please make sure that your child arrives on time. We know that there is the occasional 
emergency but in general we expect children here at 8:55am. On Tuesdays school will finish early 
at 2:55pm for staff meetings. If you are picking up your child at 3:00pm please be punctual. The 
school is not responsible for children after  3:00pm  and children must be picked up on time. 
Remember that there is After School Care if you are unable to pick up your child at 3:00pm. Please 
encourage your young person to be at school 8:45am each day. 

After School Care – Monday – Friday 3-00pm – 6-00pm 
The YMCA continues to provide After School Care for our children as well as a school holiday 
programme. They have been working in the school for a year and we are very pleased with the 
programme that they are providing. 

For further information you can contact them on 02108436523 or pop in and see them in the 
school. 

School Lunches 
Cube bakery continues to provide school lunches this year on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday. These can be ordered before school in the office. Children then come to the office at 
lunchtime to pick up their orders. Menus are at the office.  
Sushi Tuesday – Tuesday lunch is sushi that must be ordered at the office by 8:45am or online. 



Addresses and Phone Numbers 
If you have changed your address or phone number recently please let Briar know. It’s really 
important that we have accurate information. 
Thanks a lot for your help with this. 

School Banking  
School banking continues this year. We believe that it is really important for our children to have 
an understanding of financial literacy and how to manage and think about money. Too often our 
kids think that the source of money is the “hole in the wall”.  
ASB have a very good school banking set up. If your child does not have a bank account and you 
would like them to do so pick up a form from Briar at the office. For children to be filling in the 
deposit envelope and bringing it into school and placing in the box gives them a great sense of 
where it all starts and how savings work. 
School banking day is Thursdays. 

Mobiles at school 
Some students need to bring mobiles to school to make contact with parents/caregivers at the 
end of the day. These will be locked in a teacher cupboard for the school day and returned at 
3-00pm. Remind your young person to hand these in to the teacher on arrival at school. Thanks. 

Dates for 2019 
Term 1  (10 weeks)    Monday 4 February - Friday 12 April 

Term 2  (10 weeks)    Monday 29 April - Friday 5 July 
Queen’s Birthday     Monday 3 June 

Term 3 (10 weeks)    Monday 22 July - Friday 27 September 

Term 4  (10 weeks)    Monday 14 October - Thurs 19 December 
Teacher only day     Friday 25 October 
Labour Day      Monday 28 October  


