
 Issue 5                     17 May 2018  

PANUI - NEWSLETTER 
      Kia ora koutou 
      Nau mai haere mai  
      Haere mai 
      Ki runga o tenei Kura 
      He Kura mahana 
      He Kura Pounamu 

Our Broad Rich Curriculum  
Sandy’s Spot 
Welcome back to term 2. A big welcome to our new tamariki and your whanau. It is a 
privilege to have you at Mt Cook School. 

Learning through Play/Exploration/Design Thinking 

This term we continue to develop our thinking 
and understandings about learning through play 
and what this looks like as we move through the 
school. An important part of this is thinking about 
the learning dispositions that our tamariki and 
rangatahi need eg curiosity, resilience, 
perseverance, the ability to work with others 
and collaborate, risk taking, creativity to name 
a few. 

We are thinking about what these look like in 
the classroom and around the school and how 
we support our young people to develop these. The research 
that we are reading talks about the fact that learning dispositions are able to be 
learnt and developed and we are already noticing this in our learning through play in the 
junior school and in the way we are working in the middle and senior school. 

We have also had a number of you comment on how excited your children are about 
what they are doing at school and the activities and thinking that they are doing at 
home ready for the next day at school.  

“……….a greater part of our happiness or misery depends on our dispositions and not on 
our circumstances” 
- Martha Washington (1731 – 1802 – American 1st lady) 

Photo: Sandy and Semhar represented Mt Cook School at the ANZAC Day National Memorial Service at Pukeahu. 



I am a Scientist! 

For the next term and a half Mt Cook school will be one big laboratory. We will be wondering, 
questioning, investigating, researching and experimenting. From Year 1 to Year 8 we will be 
focused on exploring our world and its workings. We will be sharing our learning between classes 
with older students supporting younger students and older students marvelling at the discoveries 
of the younger ones. If you are a scientist or you know of a willing one, we would love to have 
them visit and talk about what they do and how they approach Science. Please feel free to 
come into the classes and see what we have done so far. In term 3 we will have an open 
evening to share our findings. 

ELECTIVES 2018 

This year we are again running an elective programme for 4 Monday afternoons - Monday June 
11, 18, 25 and July 2 from 1:30 – 3pm. 

We offer activities for groups from 5yrs – 13yrs that the children choose. In past years they have 
ranged from craft activities, a walking group, designing a new garden, cooking, sports activities, 
Harry Potter, clay work, Sign Language, Spanish. 
The possibilities are endless. 

We need help: 
• The more electives we have the better as it means our tamariki can participate in small    
 groups – have you got a special interest/passion that you would like to share? 
• With groups that are being offered eg some of the groups need extra adults  

If you have something you would like to offer please talk to your child’s teacher or to Sandy. 
More information will be out soon. Electives are one of the highlights of the school year for 
everyone.  

Photo: Our Chelsey with members of the 
Wellington Pulse netball team including 
Silver Fern captain, Katrina Grant.



Monday 21 - Friday 25 May 

ARRRRRRRGHHHHH Matie, 
it’s that time of the year 
again at Mt Cook School… 

Dress up & Assembly Tuesday 22 May 9am 
Parents welcome 

Week! 

Pirates is the theme!Book 



I am a Scientist! 

Children in PekaPeka and 
Kereru are having fun being 
scientists. They are learning 
to ask questions and explore 
the world around them. 
They have engaged in 
s e v e r a l v e r y e x c i t i n g 
experiments like making a 
f i re , look ing at wate r, 
exploring big balls of ice 
and blowing bubbles. They 
are making some very 
interesting observations. 
School is truly an exciting 
place for our Tamariki!   

At Mt Cook School… 

What we do 



The kids in Wētāpunga class thought really hard about what  scientists do. Here are some 
of our ideas: they ask questions, solve mysteries, think really hard before they try things, 
invent things, look carefully, do experiments and try new ideas. That sounds just like us! 
We are scientists in Wētāpunga class.  

We’ve been learning about molecules and how they move in different states of matter. 
We know lots about liquids, solids and gases. We have been adding heat or taking heat 
away from matter and observing changes. We experimented with water, ice and 
steam. We made butter from cream and then spread it onto the pikelets that we made. 
When we made pikelets our liquid batter turned into a solid as it was heated. 

We’ve also been having lots of fun with a mixture of cornflour and water. It’s a solid .. it’s 
a liquid ..  it’s Oobleck! When Kate poured it on the speaker it looked like a liquid. Then 
she turned the music up LOUD and we watched it vibrate, wriggle and dance.  



Kiwi class have been busy being scientists during Play based learning. We have been 
experimenting with creating solids and liquids and learning what happens when we mix 
different ingredients together.  
So far we have tried to cut a giant ice cube in half using string, frozen water in balloons, 
made ‘magic’ milk and some rather jelly-like glittery blue slime. 



In Tuatara we learnt about fair testing by mixing the same amount of two types of 
vinegar - malt vinegar and apple cider vinegar- with the same amount of baking 
soda in two identical glasses. In this way we aimed to find out which one 
produces bigger chemical reaction. We tried three times to get a reliable result 
and made sure that each step had been done carefully. At last we found out 
that malt vinegar created more foam with baking soda than apple cider vinegar 
did.  

In Harekeke class we have began our science focus. As one of our first 
experiments we had to protect an egg from a fall. We had to take into account 
all the forces acting on it. 



From your Library… 
Ahoy from the Library!! 

Kid's Lit Quiz ~ Mount Cook on the Podium! 

In the last week of Term One, eight Mount Cook students competed in the Kid's Lit Quiz, 
held at Marsden School.  The Quiz involves answering 100 mostly book-related 
questions, in ten categories.  Categories this year were: animal rights ("Who was the 
farmer who owned Wilbur?), beards, beverages (What was Captain Haddock's 
favourite drink?), birthdays, insects, little people, folktale, food, music and book 
knowledge. 

We had two teams: Olive 
Aldridge, Lucy Finlayson, 
Mia Finlayson and Le Aniva 
So'o; and, Isabella Cash, 
Alexander Morrison, Lucy Scott 
and Philippa Thorburn.  Olive, 
Lucy, Mia and Le Aniva's team 
came third overall!  This is a 
fantastic result as there were 
over 70 teams competing.  
Our second, and newer 
team, did well to come 
around half way.  It was a 
great experience all round 
and our students 
represented Mount School 
with pride and commitment. 

Book Week 
Book Week  is fast approaching ~ it's next week in fact!  The Library will undergo a 
pirate-themed transformation this week. During next week, there will be a dress-up as a 
book character day - more information to come on that.   

Arty Bees 
Thanks to those who take books to the second-hand book shop, Arty Bees on Manners 
Street and donate the credit they get to Mount Cook School.   This allows us to use that 
credit to get books for our School Library at no cost.  The books we choose are in very 
good condition and are a welcome addition to the library. 

Vickie  

  



Communication 
Absences 
If your young person is going to be away please ring and leave a message at the office or 
you can email the office on office@mtcook.school.nz 

Lateness 
If your young person is late please ask them to come to the office to let Briar know that they 
have arrived. 

Teacher emails 
Teachers check their emails before and after school so if there is something that you want to 
let the teacher know you can email the teacher. Email addresses are on the class 
newsletters that have come home with your young person. 

Once the electronic rolls have been taken in the classroom we do a double check to make 
sure that anyone who has been recorded as absent is absent and then Briar will ring home. 

Our aim is to ensure that we know where everyone is and to get a 100% success rate in 
terms of not ringing home if your child is already at school. We know how anxiety raising this 
is. If we slip up with this we apologise and Sandy would appreciate it if you can let her know.  
Her email is   principal@mtcook.school.nz 

Supporting our kids 
Great healthy food, clothing and footwear 
We can give our children energy for their learning by: 

• Making sure they have a good breakfast to start the day 

• Giving them healthy snacks for morning tea  

• Making sure they have a good lunch and plenty of it - sandwiches or rice or pasta for 
example give energy for the afternoon. Bags of crisps and a biscuit do not give our 
kids the right sort of food to really support the energy needed for learning. Learning is 
hard work and needs the right fuel. 

•  Providing them with a suitable drink - water is the best possible drink and to keep it 
cold try putting a bottle 2/3 full in the freezer over night and then putting it in your 
child’s lunch bag. 

Just a reminder that sweets and fizzy drinks, including energy drinks, are not allowed at 
school. 

Please talk to your child about the importance of all of these things and support them to 
have everything they need that would be great. 

mailto:office@mtcook.school.nz
mailto:principal@mtcook.school.nz
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mailto:principal@mtcook.school.nz


Other information 

Newsletter 
For those of you who are new to Mt Cook School you will receive a school newsletter 
once a fortnight. This will keep you informed of what is happening during the term and 
the year in syndicates and across the school.  

School Donations 
2018 donations are $20 for the year or $5 per term. As you will be aware our school 
donations are very low. As a board we have made the decision keep the fees low to 
ensure that they are affordable for all of our families. We also have families who offer to 
pay more. If you are in a position to pay more the board suggests an amount of up to 
$100. The school would be very appreciative of any additional funding without changing 
our donation amount. Thank you for your support with this. Just a reminder that this is a 
donation to the school and that you can claim it on your tax. 

CARPARKING – PLEASE DROP OFF ON TORY ST 
Just a reminder that drop off and pick up needs to be on Tory St or the slip road Martin 
Square and not anywhere in Sages Lane. Te Papa over the road has asked that we don’t 
park in their area as it blocks access and is not safe. You can park in The Warehouse 
carpark and walk down as the first 90 minutes is free. Thanks for your support with this. 

School Hours 
School begins at  8:55am and finishes at  3:00pm.   It is very important that children arrive 
before the bell goes in the morning. The first few minutes of the day in class are vital for the 
setting up of the day. Please make sure that your child arrives on time. We know that there is 
the occasional emergency but in general we expect children here at 8:55am. On Tuesdays 
school will finish early at  2:55pm  for staff meetings.  If you are picking up your child 
at 3:00pm please be punctual. The school is not responsible for children after 3:00pm and 
children must be picked up on time. Remember that there is After School Care if you are 
unable to pick up your child at  3:00pm. Please encourage your young person to be at 
school 8:45am each day. 

After School Care – Monday – Friday 3-00pm – 6-00pm 
The YMCA continues to provide After School Care for our children as well as a school 
holiday programme. They have been working in the school for a year and we are very 
pleased with the programme that they are providing. 

For further information you can contact them on 02108436523 or pop in and see them in 
the school. 

School Lunches 
Cube bakery continues to provide school lunches this year on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday. These can be ordered before school in the office. Children then 
come to the office at lunchtime to pick up their orders. Menus are at the office.  
Sushi Tuesday – Tuesday lunch is sushi that must be ordered at the office by 8:45am or 
online. 



Addresses and Phone Numbers 
If you have changed your address or phone number recently please let Briar know. It’s 
really important that we have accurate information. 
Thanks a lot for your help with this. 

School Banking  
School banking continues this year. We believe that it is really important for our children to 
have an understanding of financial literacy and how to manage and think about money. 
Too often our kids think that the source of money is the “hole in the wall”.  
ASB have a very good school banking set up. If your child does not have a bank account 
and you would like them to do so pick up a form from Briar at the office. For children to 
be filling in the deposit envelope and bringing it into school and placing in the box gives 
them a great sense of where it all starts and how savings work. 
School banking day is Thursdays. 

BOT (Board of Trustees) 
Our Board of Trustees members are: 
Phil Hawker BOT Chair 
Frances Fraser 
Jo Hendy 
Sue Perry 
Sandra McCallum Principal 
Lliam Carran/Simon Depree (Staff Reps) 

The next meeting is Thursday May 17th at 7pm. 

Mobiles at school 
Some students need to bring mobiles to school to make contact with parents/caregivers 
at the end of the day. These will be locked in a teacher cupboard for the school day and 
returned at 3-00pm. Remind your young person to hand these in to the teacher on arrival 

Year 7 Vision Screening - Information for parents 

20 June 2018 

Regional Public Health provides a vision screening programme for all Year 7 students. 
• Vision – pupils will be advised of results at the time of screening. If further assessment 

is recommended you will be notified by mail. 
• Children who wear glasses and/or are under professional care and have regular 

checks will not require a vision check from our service. 

Non-consent – please notify your school if you do not want your child being screened. 



ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2018! 

An easy fundraiser for the school 
Digital Membership or a Book are available again this year.  

Digital membership is very popular.  
This can be done by going online to: 

www.entbook.co.nz/106r791 

If you are thinking about buying please buy through Mt Cook School.  

The cost is $65 with $12 going to the school.  

A great gift or something to use for yourself with many discounts on dining, 
arts/sports, shopping and travel. 

A FANTASTIC FUNDRAISER FOR THE SCHOOL 
TELL ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS 

PLEASE SUPPORT MT COOK SCHOOL   

Dates for the term and year 
Important Dates for Term 2 

 Book Week       Monday 21 May - Friday 25 (Week 4) 
 Dress up for Book Week & Assembly - Parents welcome - Tues 22 May, 9am 
 School Disco Thursday June 21 (Please note date change) 
 Electives start Monday June 10 

Important Dates for 2018 
  

Queen/s Birthday   Monday June 4    
 Labour Day/long weekend  Friday October 19/Monday October 22 

Term Dates for 2018 

Term 2   Monday April 30         –   Friday July 6 
Term 3   Monday July 23    –   Friday September 25 
Term 4   Monday October 16  –   Tuesday December 18 



Community Notices 

For a child it is in the simplicity of play 
that the complexity of life is sorted like 
puzzle pieces joined together to make 

sense of the world.’ ― L. R. Knost

Working closely with parents and whānau, our passionate 
teaching team forms trusting relationships with each child 

to provide a calm, safe and stimulating environment in 
which they can flourish.

Mt Cook School grounds, 160 Tory St     |     021 158 4606     |     office@mtcookpreschool.org.nz     |     www.mtcookpreschool.org.nz

ENROL NOW FOR 2018

IT'S HE TOHU'S FIRST BIRTHDAY!   
Come and celebrate with us at our Whānau Day. We have a day full of fun filled entertainment, 
kai, arts & crafts, and kōrero. There is something for everyone! 
  
·         Date: Saturday, 19 May, 2018 
·         Time: 10am – 2.30pm 
·         Cost: Free. No bookings required. 
·         Location: Te Ahumairangi (Ground Floor), National Library, corner Molesworth and Aitken 
  Streets, Thorndon 
·         Contact Details: events.natlib@dia.govt.nz 
  
Enjoy contemporary music in te reo, hip hop, kapa haka, pasifika music, storytelling and 3D 
printing, plus lots more. Get creative at our arts & craft spaces, suitable for all ages. 

Attend our speaker series to learn about the three documents that shaped Aoteaora New 
Zealand or take a tour of He Tohu in either te reo or English throughout the day. 

Why not visit our other wonderful exhibitions - the 'Topp Twins' and 'Islands in Time' whilst you're 
here and enjoy some Kiwi kai. 

Events are free, and will be in the amazing Te Ahumairangi space on the ground floor of the 
National Library and upstairs at the Alexander Turnbull Library. We can't wait to celebrate this 
special occasion with you, so come on down and join us! 

https://natlib.govt.nz/he-tohu
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NEW KIDS’ DANCE CLASS – FREE OPENING NIGHT 
New dance class for Wellington Kids starting in Term 2.  MUSIC you’ll LOVE … 

MOVES you can master … NO dance exams … NO big productions … NO 

judgements … NO experience necessary. Taught by the lovely and talented 

Ellen Bates, at the amazing new TE AUAHA. Register now for your FREE CLASS on 

opening night, and see other opening specials, 

here: www.neverstopdancing.co.nz/kids or call Virginia on 027 640 3595. 

http://www.neverstopdancing.co.nz/kids
http://www.neverstopdancing.co.nz/kids

